A retrospective study of all plain radiographs taken of optic foramina during the six years 1984-9 inclusive, comprising a total of 318 examinations, was carried out in order to determine the role of this investigation in patients with ophthalmic disorders. All but one of the radiographs were reported as showing no abnormality. However, for this exception, review of the radiographs showed that the optic foramina were asymmetrical but fell within the normal range. This study indicates that plain radiographs of the optic foramina have little or no useful function. Abandoning the use of these views as a routine will result both in a reduction in radiation hazard and in considerable financial saving.
Since 1924, when views of the optic foramina were first described,' many ophthalmologists have considered plain radiographs of the optic foramina to be an essential part ofthe radiological examination of the ophthalmic patient.2 Optic nerve glioma,3 meningioma,4 neurofibroma,5 and ophthalmic artery aneurysm6 are all known to produce enlargement of the optic canal. Bony abnormalities of the optic canal are seen in Paget's disease,7 fibrous dysplasia,7 metastases, and trauma. 8 The optimal positioning of the head required to obtain these views is complicated, time consuming, and requires skilled staff. Repeat views are often required to obtain satisfactory results. The radiation dose is 1-2 cGy,9 and the cost in our centre of each examination is £35. Computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) produce images of very high quality, and neurologists and neuro-ophthalmologists rarely rely on plain radiographs. '°In a recent study not one of 174 consecutive optic foraminal views was found to contribute significantly to patient management." We have reviewed all the optic foraminal views taken during a six-year period in order to determine the role (if any) of plain radiographs of the optic foramina in patient management in general ophthalmic practice. 
